
Moving all students forward - Whatever it takes… Together!

Course Name & Description

The 7th grade Social Studies course is a year-long middle school course on world cultures and
geography. This course focuses on the relationship between humans and their environments over time.
Students will analyze how the environment shaped the development of cultures around the world
historically and the interaction between humans and the environment today. Throughout the course, the
development of geographic skills is emphasized.

Classroom Expectations

● Act according to our Tefft motto: Respect Yourself, Respect Others and Respect Your School!
● Wear Student ID at all times in the building. If you do not have an ID, you will be sent to the

main office to obtain one.
● Check email and online resources
● Be seated in assigned seat when bell rings.
● Begin bell ringer immediately
● Arrive prepared with all materials, including homework, fully charged device, pencil/pen
● Raise hand to ask or answer questions
● Show respect to classmates and teachers
● Get dismissed by teachers, not the bell
● Cell phone must be turned off and stored in locker during school day OR placed in district

provided pocket chart.
● No gum in school
● Food or candy allowed in class only with teacher permission

Required Daily Supplies/Course Materials, Including Texts

● Charged Chromebook & Charger
● Online Textbook: National Geographic: World Cultures – Accessible via CLEVER
● 1 two-pocket folder
● 1-subject notebook (Find one with a fun, interesting and school-appropriate cover!)
● pencils / highlighters / blue, black, red pens
● crayons or colored pencils
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Attendance

The biggest key to success is attendance. Please ensure that your child attends each and every school day
unless he or she is ill. Time off for vacations or travelling sports teams are marked as unexcused
absences. All work must be made up. Contact the school each time your child is absent, and provide
advance notice to teachers whenever possible for unexcused absences. Note: All students are assigned a
seat for class. These seats can be fluid at the discretion of the teacher. Students may be moved to another
seat with or without a reason.

Late Work Policy

Late work will be accepted until the end of the chapter or unit.

● All work must be turned in on the due date. If the work is not turned in, students will be required
to make alternative arrangements to see that the work is completed.

● If a student is absent, their work must be completed immediately upon returning from absence.
(For every day of excused absence, the student will receive one day to makeup work.) It is
always the student’s responsibility to ask for the missing notes and assignments.

● If the assignment is not completed, a zero will be given to reflect no evidence of proficiency.
● Late work will be given the lowest priority by the teacher and will be reviewed when all

other on-time assignments for all students are reviewed.

Attendance/Tardy Policy

The middle schools in District U-46 are committed to the philosophy that every student should attend all
of his or her classes every day. Regular attendance and promptness are expected in all classes and are
essentials of good performance of any job. For tardy and truancy consequences please see the
Handbook. Furthermore, the responsibility for missed work rests with the absent student. The
student must make arrangements with the classroom teacher for missed assignments and class
work. In order to maintain a safe and secure learning environment, all tardy students must present a
“student pass” from the previous period teacher or administrator.

Electronic Device Policy

Electronic devices, cellular telephones, and media devices may not be visible, activated or used during
the regular school day. Teachers may elect to allow use of devices for educational purposes in certain
instances, however, because all students have been provided an electronic device by the school district,
personal devices will not be used in the classroom. If a student is caught with their cell phone in use
during class time, the cell phone will be turned in to the main office. Please refer to the recent
communication regarding cell phones from the Executive Director of the Middle School Network. See
the Student Handbook for more information. Additional communication from School District U-46
Executive Director of Middle School Network at the end of the syllabus.

* * * NOTE * * *

“We are purchasing cell phone holders for every secondary classroom. Now that all 5th through 12
graders will have Chromebooks, I see no reason why studnets should be on their cell phones during
instructional time.” “Now that we are 1:1 deceives in grades 5 through 12, students are to store their
personal devices in their backpacks or a pocket folder during class time.” - School District U-46
Superintendent Tony Sanders, May 2019 –
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If a student is seen with their cell phone during class time, the cell phone will be placed in the pocket
phone holders purchased by School District U-46 for the remainder of the period (i.e. Monday). If on a
separate occasion the student is seen with their cell phone, it will be held for the remainder of the day
(i.e Tuesday). If on a third occasion the student is seen with their cell phone after both instances, the cell
phone will be turned in to the office and await parents to pick it up (i.e. Thursday).

Pandemic Mask Safety Policy

At this point in time masks are NOT required. However, please be conscious of the fact that we have
found students to be wearing masks not as a way to stay safe from potential viral infection, but rather
many have admitted that using the masks helps them hide in the background. Please have a conversation
with your student about your parental expectations regarding masks.

Reassessment Policy

Students are expected to provide evidence of preparation for the Summative Assessment and make a
genuine attempt to complete Summative Assessments. Students will have the opportunity to complete
one retake per Summative Unit Assessment. NOTE: Students may be asked to complete additional
coursework in addition to the required formative work before a retake is available. This is to
ensure that the student has gained the knowledge necessary for being successful in the retake. Students
should be reminded that they cannot do the same thing over and over again, and expect different results.

● District Summative Policy: “Students have one reassessment attempt for each summative
assessment and it must be completed before the end of the next unit.”

● District Formative Policy: “Each formative assessment can be reassessed once within the unit
but not after the end of the unit summative.”

● District Intentional Practice Policy: “Intentional practice work is not reassessed…”
● The opportunity for retakes will only be provided M-F, during the hours of 7:50 am – 8:50 am,

and must be scheduled with the teacher.

American Disabilities Act

Any student requiring special conditions, modifications of assignments, etc. due to learning disabilities,
health related issues, etc. will receive services as documented through the IEP or 504 processes. Any
special concerns should be brought to the instructor, counselor or case manager’s attention as needed.

U-46 Academic Dishonesty/Plagiarism Policy

Academic dishonesty refers to cheating, copying, plagiarizing, or otherwise representing the work of
others as one’s own through verbal, written, graphic, electronic, or other means. Students determined to
have been academically dishonest are subject to disciplinary action. Consequences will depend on the
severity of the offense, the number of offenses, the impact on other students and teacher, and/or the
curriculum. Academic dishonesty undermines the learning process and will not be condoned.

Viewing Grades

All teachers use the online gradebook, Infinite Campus. You and your child should be monitoring your
child’s progress frequently. You can access grade book through the Infinite Campus Portal icon on the
right side of the u-46 website. Instructions for logging on can be found in the Handbook.
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District Grading Policy

At all U-46 middle and high schools, we use fair and equitable grading practices that are based on
student achievement and aligned to state and national standards.

● Summatives are used to evaluate student learning, skill acquisition, and academic achievement at
the conclusion of a defined instructional period—such as the end of a project, unit, course,
semester, program, etc.

● Formatives are used throughout the course to track student progress and growth. Formative
feedback will be given consistently in the following areas: exit tickets, in class assignments,
quizzes, etc.

● Intentional Practice is classwork that supports students in learning the content.

District Grading Percentages

“Final grades posted to a report card will be calculated with the following weights”

● 70% Summative Assessment Scores
● 20% Formative Assessment Scores
● 10% Intentional Practice Scores

Extra Credit Policy

Extra Credit will not be offered. Student grades will be based on mastery of the standards set forth by
Curriculum Teams and the Common Core Standards.

Standards Based Grading Explanation:

4 - Mastery: Tasks or the target of instruction allow students to apply their knowledge and skills to
new or related scenarios. A mark of 4 indicates not only evidence of application and
analysis but also includes synthesis and evaluation.

3 - Proficient: Tasks or the target of instruction consist of complex knowledge, skills, application,
and analysis.

2 - Basic: Tasks are basic recall and simple skills which include knowledge and comprehension.

1 - Below Basic: There is some evidence of emerging simple skills, gaps in knowledge and unreliable
comprehension skills.

0 - No Evidence: There is no evidence of learning including missing work and incomplete work.

X
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Course Units/Pacing Guide

Unit Approximate
Number of Days

Unit 1 - Geography: Students will be able to use their learning understand the
connections between the people and the Earth. Students will use maps to aid
them in different situations. 25-30

Unit 2 - Culture: Students will be able to use their learning to show how people’s
cultures create unity or conflict. 30-35

Unit 3 – Latin America: Students will be able to use their learning to understand
the impact on the U.S. and Latin America due to the movement of resources and
people. Students will be able to better understand the neighboring countries of
the U. S.

15-20

Unit 4 – Sub-Saharan Africa: Students will be able to understand and 
empathize with the situations in the developing nations. Students will be able to
understand the diverse ethnic and racial groups in Sub- Saharan Africa. 15-20

Unit 5 – Middle East: Students will be able to understand the national, religious,
and cultural conflicts within the Middle East region and how it affects the world. 15-20

Unit 6 - Asia: Students will be able to use their learning to recognize the
population challenges of Asia and their economic effects on the United States 10-15
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